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ADMIRAL FECHTELER: As I understand it on the direc- 
tive, we are going to strike out the phrase, “or offen~ 
sively", use Allison's Vanguags’ and then Allison and 
Libby can work out a supplementary message. 

HR. ALLISON: That's fine, but I would like to remind 
you that our Secretary has not yet studied or approved 


the directive. 


Chemical Ammunition for Korea 
GENERAL BRADLEY: General Clark has asked that he 





be given a supply ef chemical ammunition to store in 
Japan. He knows that our policy is to use chemieal war- 
fare only in retaliation against chemical attack, but he 
believes that if the eneny sheuld undertake chemical war@- 
fare against us, it would take too long to transport it 
for retaliatory use after the attack, and that therefore 
he should have a store of such ammunition in Japan. We 
thought that we would like to talk this over with you 
before we sent forward a recommendation to the Seeretary | 
of Defense, 

MR. NITZE: Have we sent chemical ammunition to NATO? 

GENERAL BRADLEY: I don’t think so, but we did have 
chemical ammunition in Eurepe during the last war and 
there may well be censiderable amounts of it still over 
there. ; | 

HR. NITZE:; I had not realized that the question re- 
lated only to the Far East, and I think we would have to 
take another look at it on that basis. 

GENERAL COLLINS: 
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GENERAL COLLINS: In the new paper on alternative 
courses of action in Korea that we have just sent for- 
ward, we had a seetion which indicated that considera- 
tion should be given to use of atomic weapons. Personally, 
I am very skeptical abeut the value of using atomic 
weapons tactically in Korea. The Gommunists are dug into 
positions in depth over a front of one hundred fifty 
miles, and they are very thoroughly dug in. Our tests 
last week proved that men can bé very close to the explo- 
sion and not be hurt if they are well dug in. I person- 
ally think that if we are considering using other weapons 
in Korea, we should think carefully about using gas rather 
than tactical atomle weapens. Gas can be effective in just 
such a Situation. Wustard gas is heavy, it sinks, and 
it is deadly. 

. HR. NIT BE: ‘The question of the use of atomle weapons 
in Korea was raised at length with us by the seven con- 
sultants. They seem to have the attitude that we had 
gene to great expense to develep these weapons, we had 
tested them only in such tests as we could cenduct our~ 
selves, and we could certainly test them better under 
conbat cenditions. Their question was why should the 
State Department object to their use in Korea. We replied 
that there was no unshakeable policy barrier to use of 
atomic weapons, but the real question was whether the 
advantages would outweigh the disadvantages. We had to 
assess whether or not atonie weapens could be effective 


under Korean conditions. If they were not effective, 
we would 
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_we would have to be concerned with the question as to | 
whether this would not depreciate the value of our stock-., a 
pile. We had to weigh the political difficulties with 

our allies, which would arise from employment of atomic 
weapons, and these difficulties would be magnified if 

the weapons were not in faet effeetive. And the further 
question had to be considered as to whether the U.S.5.R. 

would not be faced with a decision and whether or not in 

that case they might not decide to retaliate in kind. 

GENERAL BRADLEY: I think the consultants reflect 
the thinking of a lot of our people. Because of the 
casualties that will be involved in any stepped up ground 
action, we may find that we will be forced to use avery 
type of weapon that we have, 

GENERAL VANDENBERG: I hope that if we de use them, 
we use them in Manchuria against the bases, They would 
be effective there, . 

GENERAL COLLINS: Before we use then, we had better 
look to our airy defense. Right now we present ideal tar- 
gets for atomic weapons in Pusan and Inchon, An atonle 
Weapon in Pusan harbor could do serious damage to our 
military position in Korea. We would again present an 
ideal target 1f we should undertake a major amphibious 
operation, An amphiblous landing fleet would be a perfect 





target for an atomic weapon at the time when it was 

putting the troops ashore. On the other hand, the Commies, 
seattered over one hundred fifty miles of front, and well: 
dug in, don't present nearly as profitable a target to us 


as we do to then. 
WR. NITZEs 
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MR. NITZE: On the question of chemfeal aumunition, 
Lt seemed to us that-in view of the real probability of 
a leak, we would have to give elose thought to the poli- 
tical implications of sending sueh ammunition to the Far 
East before we express a view on it. . 

GENERAL COLLINS: It should be possible to develop 
a cover plan which might prevent leaks. After all, you 
have to undertake the same precautions for high explo- 
sives as you do for gas. 

MR. NITZEs It would make a considerable difference 
in terms of political implications if the estimate was 
that the ammunition could be Scouse transferred and 
stored. without: leaks or pubiieity. 

GENERAL COLLINS: I think we should leok very care- 
fully into the possible actual eperation of a cover plan 
and then get in touch with you. Whou ‘should we get in 
touch with? | ae. 2 ee 7 

MR, WITZE: I think it should be Allison, Joe Chase, 
and myself. _., eee - 

There is one other question in this connection. in 
the past we have been reluctant to make public the faet 
that our policy is to use chemical warfare only in rétalia- 
tion, If there should be a leak of the fact that we are 
storing chemical ammo, we would be under real pressure 
to publicize our policy. There might, of course, be rela- 
tively little disadvantage sines prebably the Russians 


wouldn't believe us anyway. 
GENERAL COLLINS s 
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GENERAL COLLINS: Waybe we shouldn't make the pol- 
icy public at all. It would certainly be useful if we 
could get the Communists worried enough so that they 
felt that they had to equip all of their troops in Korea 


with gas masks. 


Swiss Weapons 
GENERAL VANDENBERG ¢ I would like to express the 





hope that State will put aS much pressure as it ean on 
the Swiss to export: to us as many as possible of their 
ain hozer one rockets. They are already giving us sone, 
but we need as many as we ean ‘get. I personally can't 
see the difference to them between 20,000 and 80,000. 
ADMIRAL SMITH: Frank Nash has already asked the 
Department to intercede with the Swiss, and a despatch 
went ak of the Department to our Minister iast night. 
‘GENERAL VANDENBERG I realize that, and I just 
wanted to stress how important it was to us that we do 


put as much pressure as we can on the Swiss. 


Panama 


GENERAL COLLINS: There is one thing that I would 
like to bring up, and that is owr own growing concern 
with seeurity conditions around the Panama Canal. In a 
paper that we got together sometime ago, I argued that 
Guatemala should be a danger signal to us;that what hap- 
pened to the British with respect to Suez might well 
happen to us in Panama. The real threat to the Canal is 


ene of sabotage. There are, of course, the threats of 


atonie 











